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Next Meeting of NEREUS COST Action ES1403
The next Management Committee and Working Groups meeting will take place in Vienna, Austria on 14-15 September
2017. The meeting will be hosted by the Technische Universität Wien and Dr. Norbert Kreuzinger. The meeting will take
place at Technische Universität Wien, Address: Karlsplatz 13, 1040, Vienna Austria.
We would like to invite all the COST Action members (i.e. also those not selected to receive funding) to attend and contribut e
to the Vienna WG meeting in the cases where members can cover their own expenses. Those of you who wish to attend the
Working Groups meeting please inform us by August 20 th.

Successful Completion of the NEREUS Summer in Porto
The NEREUS COST Action ES1403 Summer School on “Advanced Treatment Technologies and Contaminants of Emerging
Concern” and the 2nd Summer School on “Environmental Applications on Advanced Oxidation Processes” of the European
PhD School on AOPs School took place in Porto from 10 to 14 July 2017. The event was organized in the framework of Working
Group 4 led by Dr. Luigi Rizzo and Dr. Sixto Malato. It was hosted by the amazing team led by Dr. Adrián M.T. Silva, Dr. Vitor
Vilar and Dr. Ana Rita Lado Ribeira from the Laboratory of Catalysis and Materials, Associate Laboratory LSRE-LCM, of the
Faculty of Engineering of the University of Porto.

All presentations from the Summer School are uploaded on the Action's website. (www.nereus-cost.eu/activities/)

Romania becomes the 32nd COST Country to sign the NEREUS MoU
After the approval by the Management Committee Romania has signed the Action’s Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) and has now become the 32 nd country of the Action. The new MC members
of the Action are: Dr. Lucian Staicu from the Polytechnic University of Bucharest and Dr. Corina
Bradu from the University of Bucharest.

XENOWAC II –Conference A decade after…10-12 October 2018, Limassol Cyprus
Challenges and Solutions related to Xenobiotics and Antimicrobial Resistance in the
Framework of Urban Wastewater Reuse: Towards a Blue Circle Society

Nireas International Water Research Center (Nireas-IWRC) of the University of Cyprus is proud to
announce the XENOWAC II conference, a decade after the first XENOWAC conference (XENOWAC I)
took place in Cyprus in March 2009. The Conference embraces the work performed in the framework of
NEREUS COST Action ES1403 and H2020-MSCA-ITN-2015/675530 ANSWER, both coordinated by
Nireas-IWRC. Join us and be part of this leading event for presenting and discussing the latest
concepts and developments in the field of contaminants of emerging concern and urban wastewater
reuse.

www.xenowac2018.com

SAVE THE DATE for the NEREUS Final Conference

First Water Reuse Europe Conference and Exhibition on Innovations in Water Reuse , Bruges
The event will take place on 9th-10th October in the UNESCO World Heritage city of Bruges. The conference will feature keynotes
and talks from industry-leaders and water reuse experts, debates, visits to water reuse sites, a formal dinner and the presentation
of the Water Reuse Europe Award “Most Innovative Water Reuse Scheme in Europe” 2017. At this stage, companies who will be
represented at the event include: DOW (Spain), Suez (France), Veolia (France), WERF (US), Aquabio (UK), Aquatreat (Belgium),
Kalundborg Symbiosis (Danemark), IWA (EU), MicroLan BV (The Netherlands), DG-ENV (EU-Commission), Vlakwa (Belgium),
CTM Centro Technologico (SPAIN), Vendée Eau (Vendee Eau), Lausanne – Service de l’eau (Switzerland), WE&B (Mexico),
Thames Water (UK), Global CAD (Spain).
We would also be very happy if you could join us in Bruges as we will be bringing together reuse
scheme developers, industry leaders, solution providers, technology suppliers, policy-makers,
researchers, end-users and consultants from across Europe. The event will provide a great opportunity
to share perspectives on water reuse, discuss the future of the European water reuse sector as a major
element of the circular economy, find out about new technologies and network with companies and
institutions involved in the sector.
Full details of the conference and registration information can be found at: http://www.water-reuse.eu/wreconference

Regional Capacity-Building for Integration of Next-Generation Sequencing in the Clinical Microlab, Israel
Course Objectives
The workshop is intended to introduce the emerging role of next-generation sequencing in clinical and public health
microbiology and support the building of national and regional capacity in this area. Special focus will be placed on
available sequencing technologies, their implementation in the microbiology laboratory settings, the use of various
bioinformatics tools for analysing NGS outputs and clinical interpretation. Capacity building will take place using
relevant exemplars such as surveillance of infection, outbreak investigation and control, antimicrobial resistance and
food and water microbiology. Moreover, the course aims to create new networks between microbiologists, infectious
disease specialists, bioinformaticians and other allied professions in the region in order to facilitate the application of
NGS in the European neighbourhood.
Target Audience: 60 – 100 microbiologists, epidemiologists, infectious disease specialists and bioinformaticians
from hospital and public health settings from Middle Eastern, European, Balkan and African countries.
For more information: https://escmid.pulselinks.com/event/12654

COST FP9 Position Paper
Please find in the link the COST FP9 Position Paper approved by the COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSO). It
highlights the importance of transdisciplinary bottom-up networks as impactful tools to bridge the innovation divide in
Europe and to provide opportunities for younger generations.

4th International Symposium on the Environmental Dimension of Antibiotic Resistance (EDAR), Michigan,
USA
The threat of antibiotic resistant pathogens has long been recognized, at least by scientists, but only recently has the
threat of multidrug resistant strains become broadly recognized to motivate action by leaders in governments as well
as by the public. Necessary action includes research to define the scope of the problem including its various sources,
the impacts of current practices in the different use sectors, assessment of the global nature of the problem, and
identifying mitigation and stewardship practices. EDAR-1, held in Canada in 2012, was a stimulating international
effort to address the environmental aspect of this problem, which continued with EDAR-2 in China in 2013 and with
EDAR-3 in Germany in 2015. Many of the expanded global research programs will be reaching the first stage of
maturity in 2017 making the EDAR-4 meeting very timely for sharing research outcomes as well as identifying the
next stage needs to protect public health.
Learn more on: http://www.antibiotic-resistance.de

EMEC18_18th European Meeting on Environmental Chemistry - Scholarships
Up to five scholarships for MSc, PhD students and young scientists to participate in the 18th European Meeting on
Environmental Chemistry (EMEC18), which will be held in Porto, Portugal, on November 26-29, 2017, are available
(http://emec18.eventos.chemistry.pt/).
ACE Scholarships cover the conference fee and additionally travel as well as accommodation costs up to 500 €. To
make an application, candidates should send the following elements to the Prof. Dr. Josef Caslavsky
(caslavsky@fch.vut.cz) until September, 1st:


Bibliography



Brief summary of hitherto research work



Letter of recommendation from a supervisor




Current enrolment certificate
Certificate of examination results

The selection of up to five candidates will be based on past academic achievements (grade transcripts, scientific
publications) and national quotas.
Please do not forget that the deadline for your abstract submission is September 15 th.

6th European Conference on Environmental Applications of Advanced Oxidation Processes,

Slovenia, 26-30 June 2019

CAAT Academy training focused on “Human Cell & Effect Based In Vitro Bioanalysis for Assessing
Endocrine Disrupting Compound (EDCs)”
Hosted by BioDetection Systems on on the 7th-8th September 2017 on the Science Park in Amsterdam.
This two days hands-on training will be performed by experts from BDS, CAAT Academy, TNO, JRC, Biopredic
International, BASF and DTU.
A 2 day extensive hands-on training on how to use a panel of standardized stable human- and yeast reporter cell
lines for rapid screening of hazards of pure chemicals and complex mixtures on multiple adverse outcome pathways.
This includes those pathways prioritized in the current regulatory context of EDC assessment, including interference
with estrogen-, androgen-, and thyroid hormone signaling. This will include assessment of metabolic conversions
(S9, metabolically competent liver cells) of EDCs using various approaches and assessment of their effects on
steroidogenesis.
More information will be provided on modern robotic and automated high-through-put screening using down-scaled
96-wells to 384-wells formats. The chemical activated luciferase (CALUX) assays are available for testing of relevant
matrices such as food, blood, urine, mother milk and many different environmental matrices.
All steps needed from extraction, clean-up, cell culture handling, luminometer analysis and calculations of effect
concentrations and toxic equivalents will be presented in state of the art manner following current guidelines (e.g.
ISO 17025, OECD TG455-like, ISO 19040-3).
The participants will learn to use these data in the context of chemical risk assessment, including in silico modeling,
metabolism of compounds, database use and comparative data analysis and read-across, and also linkage to socalled adverse outcome pathways.
Additionally in several oral presentations the current applications in chemicals, mixture toxicity, food, environmental
and public health testing are presented.
More info on: https://www.caat-academy.org/
New Publication acknowledging NEREUS
Water Research
A. T. Christou, A. Agüera, J. M. Bayona, E. Cytryn, V. Fotopoulos, D. Lambropoulou, C. M. Manaia, C. Michael, M.
Revitt, P. Schröder, D. Fatta-Kassinos, "The potential implications of reclaimed wastewater reuse for irrigation on the
agricultural environment: the knowns and unknowns of the fate of antibiotics and antibiotic resistant bacteria and
resistance genes - A review", Water Research, 2017, DOI: 10.1016/j.watres.2017.07.004

New Publication
Europhysics News
Pilar Fernàndez-Ibañez, Kevin G. McGuigan, Despo Fatta-Kassinos, “Can solar water-treatment really help in the
fight against water shortages?”, Europhysics News, Volume 48, Number 3, May-June 2017.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1051/epn/2017304

Critically Important Antimicrobials for Human Medicine - 5th Revision 2106

WHO Advisory Group on Integrated Surveillance of
Antimicrobial Resistance (AGISAR) has released the 5th
revision on the ranking of medically important antimicrobials
for risk management of antimicrobial resistance due to nonhuman use. Download the article from here: http://
www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/antimicrobialresistance/cia/en/

Research Scientist – Environmental Microbiology
The Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada - Science and Technology Branch London (Ontario) SE-RES-01, SE-RES02, SE-RES-03, SE-RES-04, SE-RES-05 - The classification level and rate of pay on appointment is commensurate
with the successful candidate's qualifications. Indeterminate Full Time (see "Process intent") $53,161 to $133,410
(Salary under review - see "Other information")
For further information on the organization, please visit Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
For more information about the Research Centres, please visit:http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/
research-centres/?id=1181591790641
Closing date: 27 July 2017 - 23:59, Pacific Time
Who can apply: Persons residing in Canada and Canadian citizens residing abroad.
Read more on: https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=1056899

MSc Position in Bacteriology/Molecular Epidemiology of Antimicrobial Resistance
A MSc student position is available in the laboratory of Dr. Patrick Boerlin (pboerlin@uoguelph.ca), Department of
Pathobiology, Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph. The research project will assess and compare the
distribution of antimicrobial resistance determinants and associated genetic elements in pathogenic and commensal
E. coli and other Enterobacteriaceae from turkey in Canada. Techniques will include bacterial cultures/identification,
PCRs, cloning, plasmid characterization and DNA sequencing. The project will also include collaboration with a
diagnostic laboratory and federal government laboratories. Since the project will make use of a variety of molecular
techniques, previous training and experience in bacteriology and molecular biology will be considered an asset for
the position.
Selection of the successful candidate is based on a combination of academic criteria, relevant interest and
experience, referees’ evaluations, and an assessment of the candidate’s career goals and motivation. The starting
date is September 4th 2017. The deadline for applications is July 14th 2017, or until a suitable applicant is identified.
Review of applications will begin immediately, and continue until the position is filled.
A stipend of approximately CAD 20,000 will be provided for a maximum of two years for this position.
It is advisable to contact Dr. Patrick Boerlin for more detail information and specific questions on the project before
applying.
Information on how to apply is available at: https://www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies/apply. Further information and
detailed instructions for application are available from the graduate program assistant, Ms. Donna Kangas
Department of Pathobiology, Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, Canada N1G 2W1;
email pathgrad@uoguelph.ca; phone (519) 824 4120, Ext. 54725.
Questions about the graduate program should be directed to Ms. Kangas or the graduate coordinator.
The University of Guelph is committed to an Employment Equity Program that includes special measures to achieve
diversity among its faculty and staff. We therefore particularly encourage applications from qualified aboriginal
Canadians, persons with disabilities, members of visible minorities, and women.

MSCA-RISE ALICE Project

The ALICE project aims to accelerate innovation in urban wastewater management for addressing the effects of
climate change. In this frame, it will identify solutions and seek to remove barriers in their adoption and
implementation by fostering an effective interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral cooperation among researchers, both
experienced (ER) and early stage (ESR), and industry representatives, including water utilities and public
organisations through mobility of project partner staff members.

Learn more on the project on: http://www.alice-wastewater-project.eu/
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