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PROJECT PROFILE

DURATION: 4 years

GRANTHOLDER: Nireas - International Water Research
Center(Nireas-IWRC),University of Cyprus

CHAIR: Dr Despo Fatta-Kassinos, Nireas-IWRC,
University of Cyprus

VICE-CHAIR: Dr Celia Manaia, Catholic University of
Portugal

15 Cost Countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom

17 COSTCountries targeted by the InclusivenessPolicy: Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Estonia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Montenegro, Poland,
Portugal, Romania,Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey

1 Cooperating State:Israel

6 International Partner Countries (IPC): Australia, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Singapore, United States of America

4 Near Neighbour Countries (NNC): Georgia, Jordan, Tunisia, 
Ukraine
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CONSORTIUM: Countries

CONSORTIUM:Typeof Organization

NEREUS COST Action ES1403: THE BIGGEST COST
ACTIONamong 1338actions that have been launched in
the last years:

Á 43 Countries

Á 380Members(genderbalance: 54% / 46% )

Á 192EarlyCareerInvestigators (ECIs)

Á 377Institutions
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BACKGROUND/SCOPE

OBJECTIVES
Å To develop a network of scientists from various

disciplines(e.g., microbiology, engineering,chemistry,
agronomy,biology)andexpertsfrom regulationbodies.

Å To identify the currentchallengesanddevelopsolutions
for wastewater reuse, taking into considerationpublic
healthandenvironmentalprotection.

Å To provide best-practice for wastewater reuse in
agriculture/irrigation, increasingpublic awarenessand
know-how for end-users.

Å To harmonize methods to assesswastewater quality
regardingcontaminantsof emergingconcern(CECs).

Å To compilevalid and reliable information to be usedin
regulatoryframeworksfor policymakers.

AIM
To developa multi-disciplinarynetwork to provideinsight into
the concerningchallengesrelated to the wastewater reuse
practices, with regard to public health and environmental
perspectivesandhow relatedobstaclescanbeovercome.
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WORKING GROUPS

BLUECIRCLESOCIETY

The Blue CircleSociety is
a network of Early Career
Investigators (ECIs) and
PhD students within the
Action. It serves as the
ThinkTankfor newideas.

WG1
Antibiotic resistance
How to explore antibiotic
resistance in our surrounding
water, soilandplants?

WG2
Soil and plants uptake
Canthe soilandplantsbepolluted
byCECs?

WG3
Biological test tools
What biological tools can tell us
about treatedwastewaterquality?

WG4
Treatment technologies
CanwebestremoveCECs?

WG5
Riskand regulation
Which are the risks? How
qualitative risk assessmentcanbe
performed?How can we prevent
risks?
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HOWhave we
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SHORTTERMSCIENTIFICMISSIONS(STSMs)

TRAININGEVENTS
NEREUS Ȱ#ÒÉÓÔÉÎÁ "ÅÃÅÒÒÁ-#ÁÓÔÒÏȱ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ - Methods for 

detecting and quantifying antibiotic resistant bacteria and antibiotic 
resistance genes in the environment

Barcelona, Spain
13-15 June, 2016

NEREUS COST Action ES1403 Summer School - Advanced Treatment 
Technologies and Contaminants of Emerging Concern

Porto, Portugal
10-14 July, 2017

NEREUS COST ES1403 Training School  - Uptake of 
microcontaminants by crop plants and ARB&ARGs testing in 

wastewater, soil and plant samples
Nicosia, Cyprus

29 -31 May, 2018 

Total number 
of STSMs: 34

Number of 
sending 
countries: 18

Number of 
hosting 
countries: 13


